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pillared durbar-room which is used for the exchange of
State visits.
It is curious that the name 'Marian,' by which Mrs, Hastings is best
known, was not one of her proper Christian names at all. As she was born in
1747 she was thirty years old at the time of her second marriage. Hastings
was fifteen years older. Francis in writing to his wife shortly after the
marriage, says of Mrs. Hastings:—"The lady herself is really an accom-
plished woman. She behaves with perfect propriety in her new station,
and deserves every mark of respect. The Governor-General's wife,
however, does not seem to have forgotten the humble pie that Mrs. Imhoff
had to eatm the matter of that first visit to Lady Impey, for as soon as
ever her position is assured she promptly brings the Lady Chief Justice to
her bearings." Busteed: Echoes of Old Calcutta, p. 125.
We now plunge into the Belvedere Road.
"The portion of Belvedere Road south of the Agricultural Gardens was at
one time called 'Love Lane,' at the special request (I was informed by the
same authority) of a Collector who had wooed and won his wife there.
Buckland: Op.cit.,   Vol. II,   p. 1021.
We pass in turn the Alipore Cutchery, the Jail, the Army
Clothing Department, and at last come to Thackeray Road.
The house of the Collector of the 24-Pergunahs is of con-
siderable interest. In 1775 Sir Philip Francis purchased
this spot, and here probably,, in what are still the lower
rooms of the present house, he "chummed" with Livius,
Collings, and Macrabie. Early in 1776, the indefatigable
Macrabie writes in his Diary.
"At the Gardens, being Sunday, we wrote special hard all the morning.
Colonel Monson, Mr. Farren and Mr. Thompson dined with us, so did Major
Tolly, he is cutting a navigable canal close by."
Towards the end of 1811, Richmond Thackeray was
appointed Collector of the 24-Pergunahs and came to re-
side at what was once Sir P. Francis* "villa inter paludes."
BQs little son, the future novelist, was then just five
months old, having been bom in Calcutta on July 18th,
1811. There is a tradition that Francis, being a Roman
Catholic, built the ecclesiastical-looking erection now used
as a stable in the neighbouring compound. Francis was
the son of an English clergyman, and I doubt if he ever
was sufficiently interested iu religious matters to go to
the pains of a secession, which would have cost him a
seat in Parliament.

